
 
ACCIDENT AND RESCUE SUMMARY: 
 
 
Three snowmobilers were riding southwest of Togwotee Pass at about 3:45 PM on 
April 22 when they triggered an avalanche.   Two of the three riders were on a steep 
slope when it failed.  One of those riders was completely buried; his sled was 
partially buried.  Neither of the other two riders were caught or injured. 
 
The location of this accident is 0.5 miles southwest of Leidy Lake on the east face of 
a sharp ridgeline that is southeast of Mt. Leidy and northwest of East Leidy 
Mountain (Figure 1). 
 
One of the unburied riders left the scene to get help, and contacted the Teton County 
Sheriff’s Department at 4:10 PM.  The buried rider was not wearing an avalanche 
transceiver.  The rider who remained on site had a shovel but was not able to locate 
his buried partner.  Teton County Search & Rescue (SAR) volunteers arrived in a 
helicopter at a landing zone near the accident site at about 5:10 PM.  After making 
their way to the avalanche debris and five minutes of probing, the buried rider was 
located beneath four feet of avalanche debris at 5:45 PM.  He did not survive.  He 
was found uphill of his sled, in a prone position with his head downhill.  The official 
cause of death was suffocation. 
 
AVALANCHE DATA: 
 
The wet slab avalanche occurred on a steep, east facing slope at an elevation of 
9,030 feet.   The slide was characterized as a destructive size 2 avalanche.  The rider 
was buried in the runout zone of the avalanche.  The elevation difference from the 
starting zone to the burial site was 370 feet.  The crown of the avalanche was 
estimated to be two feet deep.  Figures 2-4 are photographs of the slide that were 
taken from the rescue helicopter by a Teton County SAR volunteer. 

 
 
WEATHER AND SNOWPACK HISTORY 
  
The avalanche center operates specialized automated weather stations in the 
Togwotee Pass area and uses the data from these stations and other resources to 
monitor and forecast the avalanche hazard.   A wind station is located 6.3 miles east 
of the accident site on the summit of Grouse Mountain (10,380 Feet).  A 
precipitation station is located 8.7 miles northeast of the accident site at an 
elevation of 8,925 feet on Angle Mountain.  The locations of these weather stations 
are shown on Figure 1.   
 
 
 



Skies were clear under a high pressure ridge in western Wyoming at the time of this 
accident and during the two days prior.  On the day of the accident, temperatures at 
the Angle Mountain precipitation station fell below freezing at 2 AM and bottomed 
out at 28 degrees at 7 AM.  The high temperature for the day occurred at 4 PM and 
was 51 degrees.  Winds at the Grouse Mountain Station were from the southwest at 
5 with gusts to 15 miles per hour.  Conditions were mostly dry during the 10 days 
before the accident; only six inches of new snow fell during this period.  Twenty five 
inches of snow fell between April 4 and April 12.   The slab avalanche that was 
triggered by these riders is believed to have been comprised of snow that fell in 
April and is believed to have failed on a sun crust.  
 
The general avalanche hazard for this area on the day of the incident was forecast to 
be low in the early morning hours, moderate after snow surfaces softened and 
considerable during the warmest portion of the day.   Wet slab and wet loose 
avalanches were discussed as possible avalanche problems.       
 
 
 
Map and Photographs 
 
Figure 1 Avalanche Site Vicinity Map.  The accident site is located on a sharp ridge 
between the summits of Mt. Leidy and East Leidy Mountain.  The Grouse Mountain 
wind station is located 6.3 miles east of the accident site.  A precipitation station on 
Angle Mountain is located 8.7 miles northeast of the accident site.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Figure 2 Photograph of the accident site provided by the Teton County Sheriff’s 
Department.  
 

 
 
 



Figure 3 Photograph of the accident site provided by the Teton County Sheriff’s 
Department. 
 

 
 
 



Figure 4 Photograph of the accident site provided by the Teton County Sheriff’s 
Department.  The buried rider was recovered from a location that was less than ten 
feet uphill of the tree in the lower portion of this image that was knocked over by 
the avalanche debris.  
 

 


